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The seafloor drops from 40 meters to 2000 meters deep, 7 T
nautical miles west of the western edge of Cordell Bank.
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Cordell Bank was formed as part of the southern Sierra

Nevada mountains 93 million years ago and has migrated L

north to its present position along the famous San Andreas

Shearwater Fault at the rate of about 9 cm a year. i s e g o
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Between 20,000 and 15,000 years ago when sea level was
about 110 m below what it is now, it is believed Cordell Bank
was exposed, making it a true island. Today, its shallowest
peaks are 40 meters below the surface.
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